RCMP-Community Partnership
On April 20, 2022, TIRRA hosted an event for community members to meet Staff Sergeant  Wes Olsen, Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Ladysmith Detachment. Similar meetings have been held in the past, but not since 2015.

Community members have the right to feel safe and understand the resources available to address unlawful or emergency matters. 

Thank you to all that attended (approximately 30 Islanders).
Significant learnings: 
1. Islanders are in partnership with RCMP: to help ourselves we must be their eyes and ears.

2. RCMP are fact gatherers: they do not levy charges, but prepare facts to the crown, sufficient to enable the crown to make decisions to charge or not under a “beyond-reasonable doubt” lens.

3. Fiscal 2021: There were 41 RCMP contacts by Islanders: 10 were requests for immediate response.

4. When you are a victim or you observe an unlawful situation or behaviour, it is alarming and is a priority to you. However, the RCMP must assess priorities based on their whole area of accountability. 

5. Every community has a small fringe criminal element or some that do not conduct themselves strictly within the law.

Reporting what we “See or Hear”:
1. Emergencies ALWAYS go to 9-1-1 and these should be situations where a life or lives are at risk.

2. Non emergencies: All other policing matters

a. On-Line reporting – for incident or situation reporting when an immediate officer attendance is not expected. **

b. Phone reporting  – for incident or situation reporting when your expectation is that an officer should be prioritized to attend. (Note: WorkSafe requires that 2 officers attend, so when we place this call, we should know what we are asking of resources). Minimum response time ½ hour, depending on weather and resources.

** On-Line reporting is new and not entirely robust enough for the common concerns raised by Islanders. One category it does cover is Driving Infractions.
What to expect when you make a report: 
On-Line Crime Reporting gives you a file number if you need to follow up in the future. It also allows RCMP to easily assess magnitude of the issue. If there are no complaints, there is no file to provide history to RCMP, so the incident may seem isolated.  Our reporting is imperative. You will not necessarily be contacted, unless further information is required. You will not be updated on investigation or outcomes, unless appropriate.

Online Crime Reporting | Ladysmith RCMP (rcmp-grc.gc.ca) Categories currently covered include theft, lost items, vandalism/damage, driving offences observed (all types; dangerous driving, speeding, unlicensed vehicles, unregistered or unauthorized motorized vehicles on roads, underage etc.)
Phone Call reporting: Questions will be asked of you that may seem focused on you as the victim or the good citizen versus the unlawful incident or situation. This information is vital for RCMP to gather evidence and recommend charges. You may become a witness or choose to be anonymous, but your personal details will still be required to complete the process. Use this type of reporting if you expect an officer to attend. If you are able to take video or snapshots to support your complaints, this is helpful.
Remote Community Policing
There are many small communities in Canada that share our concerns about policing.  As Islanders we have an added issue as to accessibility. It is our remoteness that makes island living charming, and yet there is a certain level of inconvenience for this remoteness.  If we can accept that there is difficulty in receiving the same level of service as rural and urban municipalities, then we can find our way to assist the RCMP in being our informed and action-oriented police when we need them. 

Helping the RCMP help us will require communication, repeated reporting and diligence. Yes, it may seem inconvenient, but not taking action in a way is condoning behaviours that erode our feeling of safety and well-being. 

RCMP access to Thetis is difficult to achieve without widespread knowledge of their presence, in advance of arrival. That is why communicating with facts on a continuous basis is our accountability to our Community.

Ideas: Ladysmith Citizens on Patrol is an example of an RCMP endorsed program that assists policing. Read briefly about it at Citizens on Patrol (ladysmith.ca) If you are interested in developing and participating in a similar Thetis Island program, please advise to tirra@thetisisland.net. TIRRA will coordinate a first meeting with stakeholders (RCMP, interested parties).

Be safe and be diligent.
