
From: Brian Hollingshead  

Sent: October-22-15 3:46 PM 

Subject: September 2015 Traffic 
 

Hello All, 

 

September was another banner month for traffic.  The attached graphs tell 

the story, with the detail in the attached stats sheet from the BCF website. 

Passenger traffic up 4.8%, vehicles up 4.5%.  Graphs 1 and 2. 

 

While tempting to credit the increases to the fuel rebate, there's obviously 

something bigger in play.  Perhaps the record tourism season carrying over 

into September.  High gas prices keeping Canadians closer to home.  Weather 

this September was more like normal, so that wasn't a factor.  Last 

September's traffic was a slight boost above that of Sep 2013, so the boost 

this year wasn't a catch-up from an oddball month last year.  In fact, this 

September's traffic levels fall between those of September 2010 and 

September 2011.  A remarkable recovery.  Graphs 3 and 5. 

 

Dipping into the detail a bit, it's noteworthy that the majors had the 

biggest lift at 5.7% (passengers and vehicles), vs the minors at 3.0% 

(passengers) and 2.4% (vehicles).  Good news, in that the majors are where 

the money is made, which benefits all of us as long as we're under a common 

fare cap.  The majors are more sensitive to discretionary traffic than the 

minors, so whatever is driving the traffic jump had a predictably greater 

effect on the majors.  On the darker side, the minors are still wearing the 

effects of the historically steeper fare increases and the service cuts of 

the past two years.  Both have suppressed minor route traffic and continue 

to do so. 

 

The minor route traffic shows improvement for the second September in a row. 

Graph 4.  Not as dramatic as the system trend, but still, in the right 

direction. 

 

The northern routes continue to shoot out the lights this month, 

particularly on rte 10.   Again, the overall traffic trend for the year is 

upward. 

 

The notable exception to this cornucopia of good news is rte 25, Port 

McNeill - Alert Bay - Sointula, showing a 5.34% loss of vehicle traffic and 

a 6.44% loss of passenger traffic.  Yet their YTD traffic increases remain 

solid.  Rte 8, Bowen, was down a bit, 1.5% and 1.9%.  Less dramatic than for 

rte 25. 

 

Not sure what the opposite is of a perfect storm, perhaps a perfectly sunny 

day.  Or year.  In any event, this seems to be one for BCF traffic.  Record 

long, hot, dry summer.  Bumper crop of tourists.  Fuel rebate (fare 

reduction).  Pathetic Canadian dollar.  As well, they'll get an extra day in 

leap year Feb and a second Easter weekend in Mar (along with the one last 

Apr).  The result will likely come out around a 4% traffic hike over last 

year.  Will definitely be a tough act to follow in FY2017.  

 

In this cheery frame of mind, it will be interesting to see if the new 

Liberal gov't will extend their commitment re infrastructure renewal to 

coastal ferries.  There's a pot of money - the 'New Building Canada Fund' - 

dedicated to just that purpose.  However, its eligibility terms specifically 

exclude coastal ferries (any vehicle ferries), while including urban 

transit, roads, bridges and urban passenger ferries.  Truly seems like an 

oversight.  The Island NDP candidates committed to getting ferries included, 

should they be elected.  They all got elected, but . . .       Hopefully, 

partisan politics won't be the dominant factor in any such discussions.  The 

dark cloud might just be Ottawa getting the feeling the Province is trying 

to get the feds to pay for that which the Province chooses to not pay for. 



The opposite of downloading.  Whatever, it will all become clear in the 

fullness of time.   

 

Any questions, please feel free to ask them.  No extra charge. 

 

Brian 

 


