
From: Brian Hollingshead  

Sent: September-16-15 6:41 PM 

Subject: August 2015 Traffic 
 

FACChairs 

 

Into every life, a little rain must fall . . . 

 

It's been a record-setting hot, dry spring and summer, with the exception of 

one rather scruffy weekend in August.  As Augusts go, this was the first in 

about three years that wasn't west coast perfect. 

 

And it was the first month since May that hasn't seen 4% to 6% traffic 

increases spread across the system.  Have  look at graph 5.  Just about the 

same as last August, which was pretty much normal.  More on cause and effect 

later. 

 

Vehicle traffic on major and minor routes and the system as a whole, up 

between a half and one percent.  Passenger traffic, between down a quarter 

and up a quarter of one percent.  Same for system traffic.  Graph 1.  About 

as flat as it could get. A graph note, I set the scale to show what's 

happening on most of the routes, which means the northern routes shoot off 

the top this month.  Setting the scale to accommodate the northern traffic 

would mean squishing down all the rest to meaningless proportion.  Route 11, 

the source of the northern growth, accounts for just 0.3% of the total 

traffic. It didn't seem to make sense to have it determine how the rest of 

the traffic would be presented.  Not that rte 11 isn't a life-line for Haida 

Gwaii.  It is.  But it's still a very small part of the big picture. 

 

Year to date traffic is still healthy but feeling the dampening effect of 

the August slip.  Graph 2.   

 

Graph 3 indicates August traffic has been pretty much level since 2012. 

Unlike the previous four months, no big recovery this month.  Traffic 

remains off between 2% and 5% compared to 2009 levels. 

 

Graph 4, same as graph 3, but looking at just the minor routes.  This 

traffic fell further than the system traffic (5.5% to 6%), particularly in 

2014, the year of the service cuts. 

 

Some observations . . . 

 

- Rtes 1 and 2, the money-makers, we're told, both lost passenger traffic, 

with rte 2 losing vehicle traffic as well.  These are probably the two 

routes most sensitive to day-to-day discretionary travel.   

- Route 30 continues to prosper, apparently at the expense of rte 2.  Graph 

7.  People discovering the South Fraser Perimeter Road, probably.  Huge 

time-saver.  Also, avoiding chronic rte 2 overloads at busy times. 

- The minor routes had winners and losers, some substantially so.  Rte 9 

(Tsa to the SGI and SSI), typically more of a discretionary trip route, was 

one of the losers.  The rainy weekend dampened traffic as well as lawns. 

- Northern traffic (graph 6) shows a generally upward trend if you squint 

your eyes.  Don't be mislead however as once again rte 10 and rte 11 are 

doing their Jekyll and Hyde thing.  Rte 10 vehicles down 1.44% while rte 11 

up 11.83%.  Similar, though less extreme, for passengers.  Would seem 

tourism's picking up on Haida Gwaii.  Hope BCF responding to the demand. 

 

Looking ahead . . . 

 

The strong first four months, together with next year being a leap year and 

March adding a whole second Easter weekend to the fiscal year, it's pretty 

much certain this will be a year of traffic growth.  The following year, 

with no leap year day and no Easter weekends, will be a little tougher.   



 

August popped the bubble of 5% and 6% traffic increases.  Now that normal 

weather seems to have returned, it's likely the bubble will stay broken for 

the rest of the year, at least until Feb and Mar. 

 

The tourism folks (hotels, restaurants, tourist attractions) in Vancouver 

and Victoria have seen this as one of the busiest, most profitable years 

ever.  The Canadian dollar continues to suck, keeping many Canadians at home 

and drawing in a few more Americans.  Thus, the elements have been in place, 

and remain in place, to support a healthy traffic increase.  It will be 

interesting to see the extent to which BCF is able to capitalize upon their 

good fortune over the coming months. 

 

And finally, graphs 8 and 9 remain to remind us that the huge fare hikes 

and, more recently, the service cuts have depressed traffic considerably 

from where it would have been, should have been, given the increasing 

population and rising GDP.  Got a long way to go yet before it's champagne 

time.   

 

Any questions or comments on preceding blathering, please be heard. 

 

Brian 

 


