
Please see attached June 2013 BC Ferry traffic statistics.  Route 20, Chemainus, Thetis, Penelakut 
traffic continues to slip. Vehicle traffic is down 4.59% for the month and off 3.26% for the first quarter 
(April to June) of the BCF fiscal year.  Route 20 passenger traffic bucks the rest of the system this 
month and is down 3.62% for the month and is off 2.10% for the first quarter.  Thanks again goes to 
Brian Hollingshead who provides a more detailed commentary below. 
  

If you have any questions and or comments, please give me a shout... 
  

Regards... 
  

Keith Rush  
CTP FAC 
Ph: 250-416-0013 
Cell: 250-732-2766 

 
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  
Subject: Ferry Traffic, Jun 2013 

Hi All  

 

Some background this month on the cluster of graphs. 

 

So, traffic . . . 

 

The nickel answer:  As per graph 2, system-wide passenger traffic was up 1.47% compared to last June; 

vehicle traffic, down 1.45%.  Tell you all you need to know?  Not hardly. 

 

The fifty cent answer:  A closer look at graph 2 indicates the Majors, which account for over 80%  of the tariff 

revenue, are showing a vehicle traffic loss of 2.55% (yikes!), with passenger traffic up 1.27%.  Any loss is 

unsettling, but losses in vehicle traffic, more so, as two thirds of the tariff revenue comes from vehicles.  In 

other words, losses on the Majors are more serious, revenue wise, as are losses in vehicle traffic.  The Minor 

routes show a modest gain in passenger traffic and a fractional one for vehicles.  The Northern and Central 

Coast routes show a significant passenger traffic decline, and essentially, level vehicle traffic.  As we've noted 

before, traffic on the Northern and Central Coast routes forms such a small part of the overall traffic, positive or 

negative changes there have minimal effect on the big picture.  The Route 3 data is for information only.  Their 

actual data is incorporated in the Majors numbers.  

 

Looking now at graph 1, we see the year-to-date data, which gives a more accurate picture than that provided by 

any one month.   As noted before, comparing traffic in any one month to what happened in the same month the 

previous year carries the risk that 'the number' may be more a reflection of what happened last year, than 

currently.  The year-to-date data provides a broader picture, particularly as the year rolls on and the base 

broadens.  For instance, the April results looked bad, largely as a result of April having donated half the Easter 

weekend traffic to March.  With three months in the can now, the year to date results have softened 

considerably.  Still not good, but not so drastic as seen in April.  Again, the Majors are showing greater declines 

than the other route groups.  As well, traffic is dropping faster with vehicles than with passengers.  Both signs 

are ominous. 

 

Know enough now?  Maybe.  Maybe not. 

 

The five dollar answer:  Have a look at graph 3.  It shows what's been happening to system traffic for each of 

the Junes since Jun 2009 (when we first started getting traffic data on the website).  This deals with the issue of 

comparing traffic this month this year to traffic this month last year.  We get a clear trend line of where June 



traffic has been and is going.  The bounce in passenger traffic this June is a bit of a surprise.  Will be interesting 

to see what happens in June 2014.  This will be a tough act to follow.  Vehicle traffic, meanwhile is on a steady 

downhill roll.  If this trend is consistent through most of the other months, it can only be ignored by the most 

dedicated ignorers.  A similar graph can be constructed that illustrates whole years.  

 

Graph 4 illustrates how traffic in each month over the past thirteen months compares with the the same month 

in the previous year, on a percentage basis.  Knowing what the current month, a year ago, looks like provides 

some insight into what the coming one might look like.  For instance, it will be tough for this August to 

outperform last Aug, the month with the 100-year best weather.  Same thing for March, when there won't be 

half an Easter weekend to bolster traffic.  On the other hand, traffic last July was lame, and will likely be 

eclipsed by traffic this July, largely as a result of the stunning weather so far and predicted over the next couple 

of weeks.  In the short haul, weather trumps all else. 

 

The Northern traffic illustration, Graph 5, is in response to what appears to have been extraordinary increases 

this past winter.  This month, traffic has come back down to last year's level.  Even so, this nominally level 

traffic is the result of a significant increase on Rte 11, accompanied by a comparable decrease on Rte 10.   

 

So why all the focus on traffic?  Looking at just one measure, or a very narrow measure, is like the five blind 

guys directed to an elephant - one holding on to a leg, another to the trunk, another to the tail, another to an ear, 

and I forget what the fifth guy grabbed - and each asked to describe what they figured the elephant looked like 

from, each their personal observation.  If we want to talk traffic, good that we know what we're talking about 

from a comprehensive perspective.  A 360 degree look, if you will. 

 

And the minor routes?  While our routes share many characteristics - 100% fare increases, life-line 

dependency - each has its own story.  We aren't a smushy, homogenous mass, each exhibiting the same traffic 

characteristics.  Our routes all have their own stories.  While I babble on about the corporate and route group 

numbers, I'd encourage each of you to track what's going on with your own routes, that you may share your 

route stories with your neighbours.  The information is all easily accessible on the BCF website. We're going to 

be hearing about service cuts one of these days.  Good you and your neighbours should know what the traffic 

trends look like in your communities when that day comes.  Whether you do it yourselves, or ask someone in 

your FACs to do it, it's good material to have at hand when the next round of consultations take place.  As 

someone once told me, being on a ferry advisory committee isn't a spectator sport.  I thought they were 

kidding.  They weren't. 

 

Any questions about the preceding, or where to find the data, please just ask. 

 

We're all in this together. 

 

Brian 

 


