
Good morning; 

For those of you who heard about the NDP promise yesterday...below is a portion of the press 
release, with some comments from the Ferry Advisory Chairs below that. 

 

A BC NDP government would freeze fares on BC Ferries while an audit is carried out to 
look for savings at the BC Ferries Corporation, Maurine Karagianis, the NDP candidate in 
Esquimalt-Royal Roads, announced today. The freeze would mean that a planned 4-per-
cent ferry fare increase on April 1, 2014, would not go ahead, and that current ferry 
fares would remain in place until March 31, 2015. 

“Our audit will focus on preparing BC Ferries to offer more reliable and affordable 
services,” said Karagianis, who served as the NDP’s transport critic in the last legislature. 
“We want to re-establish BC Ferries as an integral part of our transportation system, and 
consult with British Columbians to establish a long-term vision for BC Ferries,” she said. 

In addition to developing a new long-term vision, the audit will look for places where 
savings can be made and resources reallocated. The fare freeze is estimated to cost $20 
million in both 2014/2015 and 2015/2016. 

“We have heard many concerns expressed about BC Ferries and their place in the BC 
transportation system, and we view this audit and fare freeze as a practical way to 
restore BC Ferries,” Karagianis said. 

 

Regarding the fare freeze, this is positive news and will be well received by thousands of 
residents in coastal communities as well as by residents of the lower mainland and Vancouver 
Island who have interests in the islands, in the event the NDP wins the election.  With respect 
to the audit; if BC Ferries is as efficiently run as some reviews have indicated, then the audit will 
confirm those findings and the issue will be put to rest. If an audit indicates areas for possible 
improvement, then those areas can be addressed. Regardless, it would be thorough and 
credible, setting the stage for a healthy relationship between BCF and the NDP, should they be 
elected. 
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