
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net] 
Sent: November-25-15 4:15 PM 
To: John Hodgkins; Tony Law; Kim Barton-Bridges; Frank Frketich; Paul Ryan; 
Jo Mrozewski; Ian Cameron; Bill Cripps; Barry Cavens; Keith Rush; Alison 
Morse; Harold Swierenga; Jakob Knaus; Joyce Clegg; Melissa Fletcher; Ellen 
Cranston; Susanna Braund; Rick Gayton 
 
Subject: October 2015 traffic 
 
Yikes, ferry traffic on steroids . . . 
 
I've attached the traffic stats, just out today, and the inevitable graphs, for your reference. 
 
The story across the board is substantial traffic increases on almost every route, the lone exceptions being 
rte 13, the passenger only route serving Keats and Gambier islands (down substantially), and rte 8, 
Bowen, vehicles (down just slightly). 
 
This, frankly, is surprising as we are now past the mega-tourist season. Weather is normal.  One factor is 
that last October was on the pathetic side, but still the rebound (graph 3) more than makes up for the 
drop last Oct. 
 
The northern routes, both showing increases, continue their amazing ways, more than recovering from a 
disappointing Oct last year. 
 
It would appear that traffic is on its way toward a 4% increase over last year.  Even if traffic drops off for 
the rest of the year, there is enough volume already in the bag that there will still be a substantial 
increase. This runs counter to all that we've seen over the past decade.  The 50% discount promotion may 
have stimulated traffic.  If that is the case, we should seen the average fare start to drop, compared to the 
fare cap.  As we know, that would permit BCF to raise fares beyond what we see as the notional fare cap 
in order to bring the average fare back up.  The 50% fare discounts may well be instrumental in 
dramatically altering traffic levels. That shouldn't really be a surprise to anyone. 
 
Interesting times. 
 
Questions, suggestions, rude comments, don't hold back. 
 
Brian 


