
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  

Sent: February-23-16 9:13 PM 

Subject: January 2016 Traffic 

 

Hello all, 

 

A paradigm shift?  Much as I loathe the term, maybe we're seeing one? 

 

Traffic is up significantly on most routes, and on each of the route groups. 

Up to now, we've been attributing at least part of the consistent traffic 

increases to the long hot summer, the anaemic Canadian dollar, the booming 

tourism stats and the 50% fare discounts.  So here we are looking back at 

typical wet coast January.  Cold, wet, windy, miserable weather. Tourists 

all gone home.  No fare discounts.  So, what's up? 

 

A while back Harold suggested the possibility that the high fares had 

created a psychological barrier to ferry travel.  Discretionary ferry travel 

had simply fallen off most people's radar.  If there was substance to the 

notion, could it be that the 50% fare discounts of last fall have returned 

some of the ferry escapees to where they belong?  A possibility. 

 

Enough fantasizing (and pretentious language). 

 

The BCF traffic tables, from the website are attached as are the 

too-predictable graphs.  

 

System vehicle traffic is up 3.31% over last January, while passenger 

traffic is up 2.22%.  Major route traffic is showing greater increases than 

the Minors, but less than their adopted Rte 3.  Both the North/Central Coast 

routes are showing double digit traffic increases.   Graph 1. 

 

Year to date traffic is strong across the board, up even more than the 

January stats, riding the wave of the earlier bonanzas. 

 

Graph 3 illustrates the slow recovery of January overall traffic getting a 

good boost this year.  Still under 2010 and 2011 numbers, but headed in the 

right direction. 

 

Graph 4 shows the Minors down farther than the full system, with spottier 

recovery.  For sure, a boost this January, but a deeper hole to dig out of. 

 

February results should be interesting, with the leap day thrown in, which 

usually results in a two to three percent boost.  Basic arithmetic. 

However, from graph 5, traffic last Feb showed a substantial boost, in part 

due to people getting used to the Family day weekend.  However, with the 

trend this year of every month (except Aug) shooting the lights out, 

anything can happen. 

 

March will soar, partly as a result of the 30% passenger fare discount, but 

more due to the fact that this March includes an Easter weekend, whereas 

March 2015 was not so blessed.  I trust all have noticed that the 30% 

discount off cash fares will do little or nothing for people on routes with 

experience card fares (almost all of ours).  So while the discount is 

presented as a great deal for the whole system, only the Big 3 Major routes 

will see much benefit from it.  Not surprising as these discount promotions 

are basically test drives for the routes that will receive the flexible fare 

reservation system.  How will traffic respond to various discounts? 

Presumably they'll be running them all year, as peak season responses should 

be quite different than those in off-peak. 

 

Any questions, comments, crystal ball revelations, most welcome. 

 

Brian 
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